


Renewable Energy 
in the 50 States
ACORE report identifies solar energy momentum 
and opportunities

The Northeast Region Report, the first portion of the American Council on 
Renewable Energy’s seventh annual Renewable Energy in the 50 States 
report focuses on the renewable energy sector in the 11 Northeastern 

states – Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland – plus 
the District of Columbia, reviewing activity from 2013 to present. 



The report reviews state energy policies and programs, 
investment and market openness as they relate to the current 
state of renewable energy and its potential.

“The Northeast Region has helped lead the reduction of carbon 
dioxide emissions in the U.S. over the past decade, driven by the 
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative,” said Michael Brower, ACORE’s 
president and chief executive officer. “RGGI has facilitated significant 
reductions in carbon dioxide and other emissions in participating states 
since it launched, while electricity prices declined. 

“This success of RGGI heralds the promise of positive results from 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s new proposed Clean 
Power Plan rule, which will encourage the broader adoption of 
renewable energy in the Northeast to achieve the state-by-state CO2 
emission reduction targets.”

The region added more than 800 MW of new, renewable energy 
capacity in 2013, mostly from solar power installations, with nearly $1 
billion in asset finance, venture capital and private equity investment. 
Many states – notably New York and Massachusetts – maintained their 
renewable energy policy leadership, incentivizing even greater private 

sector investment in the industry. And while states across the U.S. 
have begun considering whether to limit or repeal their net energy 
metering policies, Vermont quadrupled its net metering cap in early 
2014 with significant bipartisan support.

“With high electricity prices, a reliance on imported energy and 
ongoing retirements of fossil-fueled power plants, the Northeast has 
strong incentives to develop local, renewable sources of energy,” 
said Lesley Hunter, ACORE’s research and program manager and 
the report’s lead author. “To meet 21st century energy needs, 
Northeastern states need to assess and utilize all their renewable 
resource options, whether for centralized or distributed power 
generation, transportation fuels, or thermal energy, especially as 
technologies are becoming more cost-effective and widely adopted.”

Renewable Energy in the 50 States: Northeast Region provides an 
executive summary for each state on the status of renewable energy 
implementation at the state-level. The report is intended to be an 
executive summary for all who are interested in the highlights of each 
renewable energy sector in the states. Investment information was 
provided by Bloomberg New Energy Finance.

ACORE Coordinates 
International  
Roundtable Series

ACORE held the first of three 
roundtable breakfasts with Latin 
American and Caribbean leaders 
in mid-August. The first focused 
on the renewable energy policy 
reform and market growth in 
Mexico and Central America.

The ACORE International 
Programs Roundtable Series, 
Renewable Energy in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, was 
created to spark discussion and 
promote collaboration leading 
up to the first Renewable Energy 
Latin American & Caribbean 

Conference & Exhibition 
on Nov. 20-21. The initial 
roundtable specifically focused 
on Mexico and Central America, 
where leaders from the region 
provided insights on renewable 
energy development and 
possible policy improvements.

“The breakfast discussions 
are divided into three topics, 
each focused on a portion of the 
LAC region: Central America 
& Mexico, South America and 
the Caribbean,” said ACORE’s 
director of international 
programs, Risa Edelman. “The 
events are also used to bring 
in other topics relevant to the 
region, looking at everything 
from policy reform, growing 
markets and development 
finance, to risk mitigation, 
project development and 
intergovernmental partnerships.” 

Members of ACORE’s 
International Programs team 

Thomas Friedman of the New York 
Times keynotes ACORE’s Policy 
Conference in 2006

were joined by government 
officials and private sector 
leaders at the law offices of Akin 
Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld 
LLP for a breakfast discussion. 
The roundtable’s panelists 
included Ambassador Francisco 
Campbell, Héctor Castro 
Vizcarra, Christian Gómez Jr., 
Dr. Lawrence E. Jones, Craig 
O’Connor, Duncan Wood, 
Michael Brower, and Dino 
Barajas. 

Moderating the discussion 
was Ambassador Nestor 
Mendez of the Embassy of 
Belize in Washington, D.C. and 
permanent representative of 
Belize to the Organization of 
American States. 

“Renewable energy is not 
just a topic of temporary 
importance,” Mendez said. “It 
is a topic of permanent and 
growing relevance. Seeking the 
balance between conservation 

and development is where 
the wheels hit the road and 
renewable energy comes in as 
extremely important.”
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