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Big R Bridge

When one thinks about bridges, the mind usually pic-
tures the giant, red-orange towers of the Golden Gate
Bridge whose trusses span San Francisco Bay; or may-
be the iconic, castle-like edifices of the Tower Bridge
in London; or perhaps even the spider web-like cables
that hold up New York’s Brooklyn Bridge, connecting
Manhattan with its neighboring borough across the
East River. But, in fact, the world is filled with count-
less smaller bridges, and surprisingly, many of these
lesser structures are not constructed where they sit,
but are actually pre-fabricated by companies who de-
sign and build their components, and then ship them

to their customers for on-site assembly.

Big R Bridge is one such company that designs and
builds these types of pre-fabricated, steel bridge struc-
tures for both the public and private infrastructure
markets. Cameron Klein, the President and CEO of the
45-year old firm, recounts the company’s genesis from
a small farm and ranch store to its current identity as
one of the leading manufacturers in its field: “Big R
Ranch Wholesale Company was the original business.
It was a farm-store chain similar to Tractor Supply or
Murdoch’s, operating in Colorado. They established
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Big R Highway Products to make a product called cor-
rugated metal pipe. Years later, several employees
bought that business from the farm and ranch store
and moved it to a different location where they con-
tinued making corrugated metal pipe for drainage ap-
plications. That’s the very beginnings of Big R Bridge.
From those days, they started manufacturing cattle-
guards, steel bridge decking and eventually saw an
opportunity with small-vehicle bridges for the Pacific
Northwest logging industry. It was a kind of happen-
stance beginnings - some entrepreneurs started mak-
ing one product, saw an opportunity in another area,
and said, ‘We think we can make that,” and they got
into the bridge business. It grew from there over the
years and the company evolved to where it is today.”

And so today, Big R Bridge, which was acquired by its
parent company, Atlantic Industries Limited of Cana-
da in 2001, has over 130 employees working in three
plants - Greeley, Colorado, Fort Worth, Texas, and
Abingdon, Virginia. Its nation-wide sales team supplies
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custom-engineered products in all 50 states, as well
as Canada, Africa, South America, and Asia. Big R has
handled more than 10,000 installations to date and
manufactures over 300 bridges a year. Its customers
range from logging companies, golf courses, and man-
ufacturing plants to the mining and railroad industries,
military bases, and town, county, city, and state gov-
ernments. Its four core products are above-ground
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vehicle and pedestrian bridges, buried bridges made
out of corrugated metal sheets, MSE (Mechanically
Stabilized Earth) retaining walls, and corrugated metal
pipe and roll form products, which it has been manu-
facturing since its earliest days.

Klein describes the process accelerated bridge con-
struction in that allows its customers to erect a bridge
structure, sometimes in as little as a few days: “We
ship bridge components, hardware packages, and
drawings and we have always have either a salesman
or project manager at the site, if there’s any questions,
but most of the time the contractors that install our
products are experienced erectors; they know how to
read drawings. A bridge can come in pieces with a set
of drawings or they’ll come in sections for them to put
together. So, for a pedestrian bridge that’s one hun-
dred and twenty feet, a contractor will bolt together
three sections on the ground and then pick it up with a
crane and set it right in place.”

Because every installation is unique, Big R Bridge’s
designers and engineers are constantly working on
new concepts and specifications. “No bridge that we
make is identical to the next,” explains Klein. “Every
product we produce is custom - to the finishes, the
span, the look, the height - it's really tailored to the
site it’s going into and what’s needed there. That's one
of the specialties we have. Everything is custom. The
challenge for us is to standardize our processes so
we can be as efficient as possible, knowing that every
product we make is going to be different.”

When asked what differentiates his company from its
competitors, Klein states three main reasons: “Prob-
ably the most important - we have a full engineering
team so we can do the preliminary concept and the
architectural design; the full preliminary design of the
bridge. So if you come in with a sketch on a napkin we
can come up with some very cost-effective options that

will meet your budget. We have in-house engineering,
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Drilling, milling, marking, cutting - you name it - the HSFDB-C plate
processor has it all By combining state-of-the-art bevel cutting

technology with Peddinghaus' legendary Roller Feed measurement, the 3
HSFDB-C is truly the first machine of its kind in the world today. B
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The Global Leader in Structural
Steel Fabrication Machinery
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Established in 1903 in Gevelsberg, Germany, by Paul
F. Peddinghaus, Peddinghaus Corporation has
remained the industry leader in steel fabrication
machinery. Headquartered in Bradley, Illinois, USA,
Peddinghaus has evolved into a globally respected
company that is currently under its fourth generation
of family management.

Renowned for superior craftsmanship and design,
Peddinghaus machines are recognized worldwide for
their power, speed and durability. By maintaining a
team of engineers solely for the research and
development of structural equipment, Peddinghaus
continues to redefine industry standards for efficiency
and cost reduction.

Peddinghaus’ mission is to ensure 100% customer
satisfaction; this is achieved by maintaining the
largest staff of field service technicians and customer
support in the industry. Housing an extensive parts
inventory at all of our facilities worldwide,
Peddinghaus guarantees that customers receive
essential parts in the fastest manner possible. This
mission is further exemplified by Peddinghaus’
24-hour technical support center, the only one of its
kind within the structural machine tool industry.

With manufacturing facilities, sales and service staff
located throughout the globe, Peddinghaus’ innovative
designs and investment in cutting-edge technology
continue to grow with the evolving needs of the
structural steel industry.

Product lines include: drill lines, plate processors,
angle/detail lines, thermal cutting/coping machines,
automated layout marking machines, structural band
saws, ironworkers, shot blasting systems, material
handling systems and Raptor 3D CAD/CAM software.
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and many of our competitors don’'t have that - they

farm it out. But we have the capability to do the archi-
tectural and the structural design early on. Second is
our quality. We don’t sell products that just meets the
minimum specs - we provide product that will exceed
the specifications. Third is our ability to handle the
project, turn-key, in terms of doing all the engineering,
the manufacturing, the delivery, and then provide the
project management, on-site, to be able to assemble
the bridge and meet a very tight timeline. Generally
our bridges can be assembled and set within one to
two days.”

Another advantage that Big R Bridge has over its com-
petition is its ability to combine many products at the
same job site for the same customer. “We tend to op-
erate in niches, but the thing that ties all our products
together is they’re all infrastructure-related, they're all
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18757 CR 55, Kersey, CO 80644 | Email: tsshockeriaaol.com
Travis Shockley owner 970-590-1629 | Dian Shockley owner 970-397-0257

Shay Gore Office 970-397-7194 | Facebook.com/ShockerTruckinginc
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Shocker Trucking was started in 2000 with
a truck and a dream. We started with
making a name for ourselves by team
driving loads to California from Colorado
putting in a million plus miles. In 2004 after
incorporating we jumped off the cliff to
start our own customer base with one
flatbed trailer and the support of our family.
Through personnel sacrifice, dedication,
hard work and good customer relationship
with Big R Bridge and Advance Tank &
Construction, we have grown into a small
fleet of trucks with a variety of specialized
trailers. We have built a customer base that
has allowed us to make our dream reality.
We offer local and long haul flatbed
services but specialize in over dimensional
and super loads. All planning, permits and
scheduling for over dimensional loads are
done through our office staff. We have a
great team of professionals in the office
and on the road.

Shocker Trucking Inc. has prided itself on
providing honest, reliable, and safe
transportation services to our customers
for the last 15 years. As your business
needs grow we will be proud to grow along
with you in all your transportation needs!

Facebook.com/ShockerTruckinginc

engineered and generally they have a lot of compati-
bility,” says Klein. “So, if we’re doing an MSE wall, or
a sound wall, those products might be involved with a
bridge project. We generally try to stay with stuff that
we can engineer and manufacture so our sales guys
are talking to the same, ultimate, end-user customer.”

Big R contracts those customers in a variety of ways.
“In established markets where we’ve been operating
for 45 years, it’s more word of mouth,” Klein explains,
“but in newer markets, we attend a lot of trade shows.
And we work with a lot of engineering consultants to
pre-design and come up with bridge solutions that
they can supply to a city or a county as a conceptual
design, and the city or the county will put it out to bid.
So we work a lot on the specification side, too, outside
of trade shows.”

By the time Big R Bridge hits the half-century mark,
Klein would like his company to be “the top market
leader in prefabricated steel infrastructure products
while growing the breadth of the types of bridges we
build.” He also foresees “looking for acquisitions of
complementary products that fit our model - products
that we would engineer and manufacture that our
main sales team could sell to our current customers
and add on to what they’re already selling, while stay-
ing close to our expertise of steel infrastructure prod-
ucts.”

From its beginnings as a farm and ranch store, Big R
Bridge has matured into a modern, ambitious, and en-
trepreneurial company that its CEO maintains is still
trying to grow “aggressively but smartly.” It recently
acquired the company that used to manufacture the
steel reinforcement for its MSE walls, in order to bet-
ter control production and shorten lead times. It also
brought in new, automated CNC (Computer Numerical
Control) processing equipment for its bridge-making
plants.
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“Congratulations”
to Big R Bridge

Leading supplier for A588/A572 steel products
for bridges, railroads, machinery &
equipment, shipbuilders

STEEL COMPANY

133 Sebago Lake Drive, Sewickley, PA 15143
Phone: 412-366-1980 | Fax: 412-366-3780
1401 Meadowcraft Raod, Center Point, AL 35215
Ph: +1205-595-6694 | www.a588a572steel.com

\
OWMAN CONSTRUCTION SUPPLY, INC

STRUCTURAL DIVISION

SPECIALTY BRIDGE PRODUCTS
= SALES AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT FOR BRIDGE BEARINGS AND EXPANSION JOINTS SINCE 1969 =
FOR MORE INFORMATION
VISIT: WWW.BOWMANCONSTR UCTIONSUPPLY.COM

-OR-

PHONE: 303-696-8960
EMAIL: STRUCTUR AL@BOWMANCONSTR UCTIONSUPPLY.COM
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Proudly Serving 8 r 1 D G £ For Over 30 Years
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ciency, and innovation, while creating the best tools for the
21st century fabrication industry. - www.peddinghaus.com

Shocker Trucking, Inc. - Shocker Trucking is a small
trucking company built on family values. Based in
Kersey, Colorado, the company has been in operation
since 2003. It owns a total of seven trucks and carries
freight across 45 states and the District of Columbia.
Typical cargo hauled includes general freight, building
materials, grain feed and hay, sheet metal, coils and
rolls, lumber, oilfield equipment, machinery, and agri-
cultural farm supplies. - tsshocker@aol.com

A588 & A572 Steel Company - wvw.a588a57 2steel.com

Bowman Supply - www.bowmanconstructionsupply.com

[ " —wsmm SteelDynamics Columbus LLC - www.steeldynamics.com
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Big R Bridge is not in the business of building the
world’s longest bridges. In fact, about 400 feet is the
upper limit of its clear span designs. But the next time
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you cross a short-span bridge over a golf course creek,
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or a commuter rail line, or pass under a pedestrian
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bridge that spans your local four-lane thoroughfare,

you’ll probably know a little more about how it might CO n g ra‘t u |a‘t | O n S

have gotten there. Quite possibly, it's a Big R Bridge,

bridge. B | g R

PREFERRED VENDORS From your friends at Steel
Peddinghaus Corporation - Founded in 1903, the Ped- Dynamics Flat Roll GFOUD
dinghaus Corporation of Bradley lllinois, serves the steel
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construction, plate fabrication, and metal working indus-

tries with innovative equipment and products, from anvils %Q\ Steel ny”amics®

and bench vises to technologically advanced structural and Steel Dynamics Sales North America, Inc.

plate fabrication systems. Under its fourth generation of Ped- _
7575 West Jefferson Blvd, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46804

dinghaus family management, the company is dedicated to Phone:(260) 969-3500 | Fax:(260) 969-3590
www.steeldynamics.com

engineering expertise focused on machine productivity, effi-
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WWW.BIGRBRIDGE.COM
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